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This Work, by SapHael Brandon, and 
J. ArtHur Brandon, Architects, was origin- 
ally published in Twelve Parts : of these. 
Part I. appeared March, 1846, and Part XI. 
November Ist, 1847. J. Arthur Brandon, 
after a few days* illness, departed this life, 
December llth, 1847, in the 26th year of 
his age. 
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Hittle Ca$(terton €imt^, 
leiutlantisttre* 



This Churcli appears to have been rebuilt in the Early English 
style : that one existed here previously is unquestionable^ as the nave- 
piers and arches are of Norman character. 

With the exception of the clear-story^ which is Perpendicular^ this 
Structure is a simple yet admirable model for a small Parish Church. 

The effect of the west end with its belfry is much injured by the 
addition of the clear-story^ but^ as originally designed^ it must have 
formed a very beautiful specimen of the most appropriate arrange- 
ment for so small a Church.''^ 

In the south wall of the Chancel is a very good piscina of 
Decorated character; and immediately beneath it^ on the floor^ 
is another formed by a large four-leaved flower with holes in the 
centre for the drain. 

A piscina in this position is very unusual^ and in the present in- 
stance it probably dates back to the beginning of the thirteenth 
century^ if it be not contemporary with the nave-piers and arches. 

* The crosses which terminate the gables are all similar, and will be foimd 
illustrated in " Brandon's Analysis of Grothick Architecture," (Section I. Early 
English, Plate XVI.) 
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On the Chancel floor is a very excellent (though unfortunately 
rather mutilated) brass of a Knight and his Lady; the Knight bear- 
ing the collar of S.S. 

The lower part of the rood-screen still remains^ and exhibits some 
very good carving. 

In the south wall of the south aisle is an interesting sepulchral 
recess containing a cross on a coped stone of Early English cha- 
racter ; there is also a piscina in this wall. ^ 

This Church will afford accommodation for about 160 worshippers. 



PRINCIPAL DIMENSIONS. 



Length of Chancel . 
Width of Chancel 
Length of Nave 
Width of Nave . 
Length of North Aisfe 
Width of North Aisle 
Length of South Aisle 
Width of South Aisle 
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With the exception of parts of the tower, and two windows, which 
are Decorated, this Church is of the Perpendicular style externally, 
though in the interior there are evidences of a much earUer origin, 
which exhibit themselves in the Semi-Norman piers and arches of the 
nave ; the arches on the north side are circular, and those on the 
south segmental pointed. 

The Church is built entirely of dressed stone, and is beautifully 
situated amidst magnificent trees. 

The Chancel, which is very regular in its composition, is rather 
more ornamented than the rest of the Edifice, having an enriched 
string-course running all round it under the parapet, and two 
crocketed pinnacles at the north-east and south-east angles. It is 
lighted by a five-light window at the east end, and by a three-light 
and a two-light window on the north and south sides ; the sills of 
the westernmost windows, north and south, being lower than the 
others. 

The Chancel arch is supported on corbels, the upper parts of which 
alone remain. The ascent to the rood-loft, now destroyed, was on the 
north. 
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PEINCrPAL DD£EN8ION8. 



Length of ChAnoel . 
Width of Chancel 
Length of Naye 
Width of Nave . 
Width of North Aisle 
Width of South Aisle 
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The principal feature of interest in this Cliureli is its noble tower 
and elegant staircase turret^ situated very happily at the west end 
of the north aisle. The time of its erection is the early part of the 
Decorated period; the lower stage^ which is open to the Church, 
is groined over, and answers the purpose of a baptistery, and contains 
a very fine font of Perpendicular character. The corbels supporting 
the ribs of the groin are extremely beautiful, and present valuable 
examples of the head dresses of the period. The construction of 
the tower is remarkable and well worthy of notice, having been bmlt 
entirely separate from the main body of the Church, with its but- 
tresses coming down boldly into the interior : the clear-story, instead 
of being a continuation of the wall of the tower, is in this instance 
cairied on an arch, as shown in the interior view.* 

The body of the Church partakes of the same character as the 
tower, but the Chancel, as well as the two large Chapels, appear 
to have been restored at a subsequent period. The curious pro- 
jection of the north wall of the Chancel is to make room for a tomb 

* One of the beautiful windows of the Tower is illustrated in "Brandon's 
Analysis of GU>thick Architecture," (Section I. Decorated, Plate XX.) 
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which is phM»d nnder the window, and is probably that of the 
founder^ or at any rate a great benefactor to the Church. 

The aedilia of three seats and a piscina remain in the soath walL 

The screen dividing the north Chiqpel firom the aisle is a mixture of 
Perpendicohir and Elizabethan, and does not possess much interest. 

The Church contains some fine and curious brasses, both eccle- 
siastical and civil, and also many of its old encaustic tiles. A hagio- 
scope, as shown on the plan, exists in the north Chapel. 

The Church, independent of the Chapek and tower, offers accom- 
modation for about 820 worshipperB. 



PEINCIPAL DIMENSIONS. 



Length of Chanoel . 
Width of Chancel 
Length of Naye 
Width of Naye . 
Width of North Aisle 
Width of South Aisle 
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The earliest parts of this structure are the piers and arches of the 
nave, which are of late Norman character, and very plain. 

The Chancel is lighted by a small two-light Decorated window at 
the east, and by two similar windows at the south ; the sill of the 
easternmost window on the south side is lowered to form the sedilia. 
The Chancel arch, if it ever existed, has been cut away. There is a 
good specimen of an incised slab on the floor. 

The north Chapel must have been added during the Decorated 
period, when most of the windows appear to have been inserted. 
In the north wall of this Chapel, between the two windows, is a very 
interesting sepulchral recess. The font is plain and of Decorated 
character. The porch is also Decorated. Some of the old seats 
still exist in the Church, though much mutilated.'^ 

Externally, though plain, this Church is a valuable specimen, 
especially for its bell gable, and for the general arrangement of 
the west end. 

The Church will accommodate about 130 worshippers. 

* A finial from one of these seats will be found illustrated in " Brandon's 
Analysis of Grothick Architecture," Section II., Woodwork, Plate 16. 
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PEINCIPAL DIMENSIONS. 



Length of Chanoel . 
Width of Chanoel 
Length of Naro 
Width of Nave . 
Width of North Aisle 
Length of North Chapel 
Width of North Chapel 
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With the exception of the Chancel^ the whole of this beautiful 
Church is Perpendicular: remarkable for its regularity^ it presents 
a striking instance of how much may be effected with but' little 
ornament^ if judiciously arranged. The Building consists of a Chan- 
cel^ nave^ and aisles^ north and south porch^ and a noble west steeple, 
the simplicity and severity of which are only to be exceeded by its 
beauty and magnificent appearance. There is no western entrance. 
Some of the old seats may still be seen in the nave, but they are 
quite plain, and devoid of architectural interest. 

The Chancel is of late Early English character, which was probably 
the style of the original Building. The windows are interesting, 
and possess good mouldings; especially the east window which is 
of four lights, and of rather peculiar design. There is a north 
Priest's door. 

The Church offers accommodation for about 418 worshippers. 
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PEINCIPAL DIMENSIONS. 



Length of Chancel . 
Width of Chancel 
Length of Nave 
Width of Nave . 
Width of North Aiale 
Width of South Aiale 
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A SIMPLE and pure specimen of an Early English Cliurcli^ the 
whole being of one date, with the exception perhaps of the clear-story, 
which was probably added towards the close of the style. 

The tower is surmounted by a plain stone broach spire with two 
rows of lights alternated. The arrangement of the broach is rather 
peculiar. 

The windows in the aisles are all similar, and consist of two lancets 
with a circle above, the whole being under one dripstone. The east 
end of the north aisle appears to have opened formerly into a chapel, 
which communicated also by an arch with the Chancel : the chapel 
however is now destroyed and the arches are blocked up, though still 
visible. An altar formerly stood at the end of the south aisle, and 
here some highly interesting and beautiful distemper painting, in a 
tolerable state of preservation, has been lately discovered ; it extends 
over the entire surface of the wall, with the exception of the place 
occupied by the altar. The piscina in the south aisle occupies its 
usual position, and there is also a double piscina in the Chancel, and 
adjoining this last are sedilia of three seats of simple yet excellent 
design. In the same wall of the Chancel occurs the Friesf s door and 
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a lychnoscope. In the north wall there remains the door which 
opened into a vestry^ now destroyed, also a very small aumbrie. 

The east window consists of five lancets under one arch ; the ar- 
rangement is peculiar and effective ; the other windows in the Chancel 
are partly filled with the incipient and characteristick tracery of the 
Early English period. 

On the east jamb of the south doorway occurs the rather unusual 
feature of a dedication cross. It consists in this instance of a small 
diamond-shaped piece of purbeck of about the usual size of a window 
quarrel, on which has been sunk a cross fleury ; the whole being let 
into the jamb of the door. 

This Church affords accommodation for about 245 worshippers. 



PBINCIPAL DIMENSIONS. 



Length of Chancel . 
Width of Chancel 
Length of Nave 
Width of Nave . 
Width of North Aide 
Width of South Aisle 
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Cemple Bateal Cj^urtf), 



This truly elegant specimen of the early Decorated style of archi- 
tecture was formerly the Church belonging to the preceptory of the 
Knight Templars at their manor of Balsal. Aft^ the suppression of 
the Order, (Edw. II. 1312,) the Church was suflFered to fall into 
a state of dilapidation, and it so remained until the year 1677, when 
it was restored in accordance with the will of Lady Catherine Leveson, 
to whom the manor had descended : she having devised the whole of 
this property in trust for the building and endowment of an almshouse 
for the perpetual sustenance of aged and infirm females, by the same 
instrument directed that the Chiurch should be put into a complete 
state of repair. 

The roof, gable-terminations, and the upper part of the tower were 
probably rebuilt at this period; the rather unusual arrangement of 
the latter constitutes one of the most interesting features in the 
Building. 

The south doorway is now blocked up ; it was originally covered 
by a stone porch, of which the springers for the groined roof still 
remain. 

The windows generally throughout the Church are of extraordinary 
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beauty, and only two are similar in design. The east window is a 
magnificent opening of five lights, and offers some little peculiarity 
in the construction of the tracery. At the west end there are two 
windows, the lower one of five lights, but considerably smaller than 
that in the Chancel, and above in the gable is an el^ant wheel or 
circular window. The two most easterly windows on the north side 
are higher than the others, and therefore probably a difference in level 
helped to indicate the distinction between the Chancel and the nave. 
On the south side the most westerly window in the Chancel is 
lychnoscopic, the other is rather stilted to make room for the piscina 
and sedilia : the latter of three seats is richly wrought with mouldings, 
and of most exquisite design. 
The Church will afford accommodation for about 220 worshippers. 



PRINCIPAL DIMENSIONS. 

Ft. In. 
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This is a very interesting Church, of pure Early English character, 
with a clear-story also of the same date. The tower at the west end 
of the nave is a noble structure and deserving of especial attention. 
The west doorway is of unusual magnificence, with four rows of 
shafts, and richly ornamented with dog-tooth and circular flowers.* 
The belfry windows partake of the same degree of richness, and the 
beautiful broach spire with its three rows of non-alternated spire- 
lights is equally deserving of commendation ; these latter are sur- 
mounted by crosses of elegant design. The large circular openings 
which occur on three sides of the tower form a feature peculiar to 
this neighbourhood; they are found in several of the surrounding 
Churches. 

The south aisle is lighted at the west end by a perpendicular 
window of three lights, and at the east by a window of five lights, 
apparently original, and consisting simply of four mullions running 
quite up to the soffit of the arch. A series of beautiful triplets of 
good proportions light the south side, the two most easterly being 

* This Doorway is illustrated in "Brandon's Analysis of Grothick Archi- 
tecture" (Section I. Early English, Plate 21). 
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26 WAEMINGTON CHTJECH, NORTHAMPTONSHIEE. 

enriched with dog-tooth. Over the porch there is a small quatrefoil 
opening. The windows on the north are principallj couplets of lancets 
with a circle above, the whole under one dripstone; one of these 
windows is placed over the north doorway, curtaQed of its proper pro- 
portion to make room for the porch roof. 

The nave is groined in wood, the ribs starting from stone springers ; 
it is probable that the vaulting was not continued in stone from an 
apprehended weakness in the walls ; the ribs spring from small shafts 
terminating in capitals of the most exquisite foliage, which are sup- 
ported on corbels chiefly representing heads of Bishops and Priests. 
Similar shafts with equally beautiful foliage supported the second 
order of mouldings of the Chancel arch, of which the capitals alone 
remain. 

The extreme flatness of the roofs as well of the Chancel as the 
nave, aisles and porches is deserving of notice, there being every 
reason to believe that they are of the original pitch. An old oak 
chest clamped with iron, may stiU be seen in the Chancel. 

The Church will accommodate about 550 worshippers. 
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Width of Chancel 
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The whole of this spacious and very interesting Building is of pure 
Decorated character. 

The west tower and staircase turret at the north-east angle is of 
the kind so frequently met with in this part of Kent ; remarkable for 
extreme plainness^ and entirely devoid of buttresses, it still produces 
an excellent effect, in consequence of its boldness of outline and 
solidity of construction ; in this instance the appearance of the tower 
is the more effective, because the aisles do not extend so far west- 
ward as the nave, and it is thereby detached, as it were, fix>m the body 
of the Church. 

The windows generally in this Church are excellent in design and 
well moulded ; the east window of the Chancel is of five lights, and 
several square-headed windows occur in various parts of the Church. 

The plan of the Church is peculiar, owing to the shortness of the 
aisles already alluded to ; this however does not mar the general 
good effect of the interior ; the vestry with its door into the Chancel 
is original, and of the same date as the rest of the Church, though it 
has undergone some restorations during the Perpendicular period. It 
is worthy of notice that it contains in the south wall a water drain. 
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SOUTHFLEET CHURCH, KENT. 



yet it is hardly possible that it could ever have been used as a chapel.*^ 
The piscina and sedilia of three seats stiU remain in the south wall 
of the Chancel; the sedUia are enriched with purbeck shafts and 
crocketed canopies; they are both of Decorated character. A few 
of the old miserere seats are left^ but are not remarkable for their 
carving. The Chancel still contains a fine collection of beautiAil 
encaustic tiles. 

The Church is rich in monuments and sepulchral brasses ; five of 
the latter are in tolerable preservation^ and the stone matrices of 
many others are scattered about the pavement. In the south aisle 
are the remains of a very early Decorated wooden screen^ the mould- 
ings of which are nearly similar to the beautiful one still existing in 
Northfleet Church. 

The font is octagonal^ of early Perpendicular character ; it is well 
sculptured and forms a very good specimen. 

A sill mould runs uninterruptedly inside the Churchy under the 
windows and over the doorways^ and adds very much to the general 
good effect. Relics of the stained glass that once filled the windows 
attest the pristine magnificence of the Building. 

The Church will accommodate about 500 worshippers. 



PEINCIPAL DIMENSIONS. 



Length of Chancel . 
Width of Chancel 
Length of Nave 
Width of Nave . 
Width of North Aisle 
Width of South Aisle 
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6 



17 6 



* A similar drain occupies the same position in the beautiM vestry of Willing- 
ham Church, Cambridgeshire. 
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Several parts of this Churchy and especially the Chancel^ indicate 
its Early English origin^ though considerable additions have been 
made to it during the Decorated period. The tower situate at the 
west end of the nave is partly engaged^ and of unusually massive 
construction^ with walls six feet thick. It is of three stages and 
embattled above. The west door is deeply recessed with very bold 
mouldings and above it is a lancet. The piers in the nave have a 
very good eflfect, though their foliated caps are somewhat rudely 
carved; their plan is peculiar^ and consists of a central pillar^ on the 
cardinal points of which are clusters of three small shafts. There are 
no responds in the east wall of the nave^ and the arches are carried 
on foliated corbels of the same style as the caps of the piers. The 
clear-story is of very late insertion^ with square-headed windows 
entirely devoid of tracery or mullions ; the old pitch of the roof is 
still visible on the wall of the tower. The windows in the aisles are 
decorated^ of two and three lights and filled mostly with net tracery. 
The Chancel is separated from the nave by the rood screen, the lower 
part of which with its folding doors, opening inward, still remains. 
The ascent is on the north side, the staircase being partly corbelled 



Digitized by 



Google 



80 



FLOORB CHTJECH, NOBTHAMPTONSHIRE. 



out into the Chancel. The east window is a Perpendicular insertion 
of four lightSj and immediately below it externally occurs the small 
buttress^ so highly characteristick of the Semi-Norman and Early 
English periods. The west window on the south side is of three 
lights and transomed ; the lower part, oonsistiiig of three short lights, 
forms a lychnoscope. The Priest's door is a beautiful and well- 
known example. A very complete anmbrie, with its original doors^ 
ornamented hinges and closing ring^ remains in the north wall. 

The Church is rich in interesting brasses ; one especially of unusual 
design represents a cross in perspective with a nail lying at the foot : 
the arms of the cross are lost, or probably the two other nails would 
be found represented one on each. The date of this brass is 1537. 
The piscina is double, and consists of two trefoiled arches under one 
hood-mouldy with a disengaged shaft between them and a quatrefoil 
above. Adjoining is a plain pointed sedile. 

The Church affords accommodation for about 435 worshippers. 



PBINCIPAL DIMENSIONS. 



Length of Cluuioel . 
Width of ChAncel 
Length of Nave 
Width of Nave . 
Length of North Aisle 
Width of North Aisle 
Length of South Aisle 
Width of Soath Aisle 
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A BEAUTIFUL and interesting structure of pure Decorated character : 
apparently it was originally intended to be a cross Church with an 
intersection tower^ but for some reason this plan was abandoned, and 
the tower placed west of the nave. Remains of the piers that were 
prepared to carry the tower may be traced on either side of the 
Chancel arch, and at the east end of the north aisle, the arch that 
in the original design would have opened into the north transept now 
communicates with a chapel,"^ and a similar arch remains in the south 
aisle, and may be traced on the exterior. 

A small vestry is partitioned off from the chapel, with a door 
opening into the Chancel; and this appears to have formed part of 
the original construction. 

The beautiful west doorway in the tower, with its foliated caps and 
mouldings richly studded with flowers, is figured in '' Brandon's 
Analysis of Oothick Architecture," Section I. Decorated, Plate XXV. 

* This chantry, mentioned as St. Catherine's Chapel, was founded by Simon 
Swanlond, 1328, anno 3 Ed. m., for the daily celebration of mass dnring his life 
and that of his wife, and after their death for their sovla and those of their 
BXkceBton.-^Clutterhuck'g JStstory qf Rertfardshire. 
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Some excellent corbels remain in the nave^ illustrating in some 
instances the head-dresses of the period^ and at other times consisting 
of beautiful knots of foliage. 

The Church is rich in sepulchral brasses ; one of a Priest especially 
is of extraordinary beauty, and closely resembles in its design and 
execution the noble brass of Abbot Delamere in St. Alban's Abbey 
Church. 

Against one of the seats in the nave is the poor's box of the date 
of 1637, with the inscription " Eemember the poor.'' 

The greater number of the windows are filled with net tracery. 

This Church affords accommodation for about 305 worshippers. 



PEESrCIPAL DIMENSIONS. 



Lengih of Chancel . 
Width of Chancel 
Length of Nave 
Width of Nave . 
Width of North Aisle 
Width of South Aisle . 
Length of North Chapel 
Width of North Chapel 
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The west front of this Church aflFords such a valuable and perfect 
specimen of a Semi-Norman bell turret, that it has been considered 
worthy of being published, although the remainder of the Church 
does not present the same amount of interest. 

In this instance, as in many others, the addition of the clear-story 
has done much to destroy the original beauty of the design. 
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The whole of this Kttle Church belongs to the Decorated period 
with the exception of some windows and the western tower;* the 
latter is an elegant and weU-proportioned structure^ and the distant 
effect of its gray battlements appearing above the thick foliage 
which surrounds the Church is truly beautifiil. Its base mouldings 
are particularly good^ and represent in quatrefoils some of the em- 
blems of the Crucifixion. In the third stage occur the square 
windows so common in the towers of this part of Norfolk; in this 
instance they are all precisely similar to those occupying the same 
position in St. George^s Church, Norwich.f A well-managed turret 
staircase runs up in the N. E. angle of the tower, and is lighted by 
small openings of rather peculiar character.it 

* The following passage ooonrs in Blomefield's Historj of Norfolk. " John 
Gnmdesbnrgh, senior, of Westwick, was buried in 1473 in this Church, and 
leaves to the building of the tower £9 ; and John Batayle, buried in the Church- 
yard, 1460, was a benefactor to its building." 

t See "Brandon's Analysis of Gothick Architecture," Plate XXII. Perpen- 
dicular, Section I. 

X See also " Brandon's Analysis of GK>thick Architecture," Plate XXII. Per- 
pendicular, Section I. 
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If there were any windows on the north side of the Chancel they 
have been blocked up. The situation of the rood turret may still 
be traced. A piscina remains in the south wall of the south aisle 
with a beautiful basin formed by a quatrefoil^ the cusps terminating 
in roses and a well-carved flower in the centre^ with holes under its 
leaves for the escape of the water. A piscina of plainer design 
occupies a similar position in the north aisle. A benatura occurs 
inside to the east of the south door^ and a recess near the north 
door may possibly have served for the same purpose. 

There is a very beautiful octagonal font^ and three wooden 
screens of Perpendicular design^ and probably of about the same 
date as the tower. 

The Church will afford accommodation for about 254 worshippers. 



PEINCEPAL DIMENSIONS. 



Length of Chancel . 
Width of Chaneel 
Length of Nave 
Width of Nave . 
Width of North Aisle 
Width of South Aiale 
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A FINE and interesting Decorated Buildings with however con- 
siderable alterations and additions of Perpendicular date. The Priest^s 
entrance has a curious Perpendicular porch covered with lead and 
supporting a boldly projecting buttress.''^ This arrangement was 
probably had recourse to after the construction of the Priest's 
doorway, which is Decorated, to resist an apprehended spreading 
of the wall in that spot, and is a remarkable instance of the simple 
yet elegant manner in which the ancient architects surmounted any 
difficulty of the kind. 

The remains of the vestry, with a piscina in the south wall, may be 
traced on the north side of the Chancel. Some of the copings of the 
roof are terminated with very good gablets, and a magnificent cro8s,t 
in a very good condition, still crowns the Chancel. The remains of 
another may also be seen over the nave. Traces of a benatura exist 
in the porch. 

The interior eflFect however of the Church is far finer than the ex- 
terior. The nave, lighted by a fine Perpendicular clear-story and still 
retaining its old open seats, is spanned by a noble hammer-beam roof 
with spandrels, filled with the most beautiful and intricate tracery. 
Deeply is it to be regretted that such a splendid work, in common 

* A somewhat similar arrangement occurs in GrandiBburgh Chnrcli, Suffolk, 
t See " Brandon's Analysis of Gothick Architecture/' Plate XXI. Perpen- 
dicular, Section I. 
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with many others equally good that abound in the county^ should be 
fast hurrying to dec5ay, from sheer neglect. The wall plates literally 
crumble to dust on being touched. 

The arrangement of the font is very unusual ; it is surrounded by 
screenwork of late Perpendicular character sufficiently spacious to 
accommodate several persons and supporting a crocketed canopy: 
a similar plan occurs in Lutton Churchy Bedfordshire. 

The rood screen^ though but the wreck of a once glorious compo- 
sition^ still glows with its ancient colouring; its lower panels are 
filled with paintings of Saints and Martyrs^ on beautifully diapered 
grounds. The carvings are of exquisite design and masterly execu- 
tion. Some of the stalls in the Chancel remain in their original 
position^ and in a tolerable state of preservation. The Priest's door 
is particularly well managed internally with very good mouldings ; 
opposite it is the entrance to the vestry, now blocked up. The 
easternmost window is lowered to form the sedilia. 

A brass occurs in the nave, which originally consisted of a heart 
with three legends issuing from it : it is in a mutilated condition and 
one of the legends is missing. The matrix of a chalice may be seen 
in the south aisle. 

This Church will accommodate about 310 worshippers. 



PRINCIPAL DIMENSIONS. 



Length of Chaucel . 
Width of Chancel 
Length of Nave 
Width of Nave . 
Width of North Aisle 
Width of South Aisle 
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This beautiful structure exhibits tbe features peculiar to tbe 
Cburclies of this county^ aud is principally of Early English work^ 
although some portion of it must be assigned to the Decorated 
period. The examination however of the Church in its present 
state requires a critical and practised eye^ for on the demolition 
of a neighbouring Church of about the same date^ which took place 
some years back^ many of its beautiful fragments were brought for 
preservation to Barnwell^ and have been applied with more good 
feeling than taste to divers parts of the Building : thus the heads 
of the spire lights now figure internally as canopies to the Priest's 
and vestry doorways; the caps of Early English shafts have been 
used as bases^ Sec. &c.^ and from the circumstance of the style 
being similar^ much perplexity has been caused to many worthy 
Ecclesiologists. 

The tower is devoid of buttresses^ and has a considerable set-off 
level with the belfry floor; it is surmoimted by an elegant broach 
spire with three rows of spire lights non-alternated; the belfry 
windows are particularly rich and beautiful^ and are ornamented with 
rows of dog-tooth and circular flowers. The west doorway has 
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some good mouldingSj but it is now almost hid by the ivy that grows 
thickly aroimd it. 

The windows in the north aisle are Decorated of two lights and 
very good. The south doorway is an excellent Early English 
example with banded shafts and dog-tooth in the hollows; the 
mouldings are of precisely the same character as those of the 
west doorway of Warmington Churchy and probably of the same 
date. 

The Chancel arch is carried on beautiful corbels^ consisting of three 
small detached shafts with caps and bases supported by notch-heads ; 
this arrangement is particularly good and well worthy of imitation. 

The Vestry is modern^ built out of the fragments of the Church 
already mentioned : the opening into it from the Chancel is however 
original^ and proves the existence of a former vestry. 

On the south side of the Churchyard lies a stone slab with an 
Early English cross cut upon it of extraordinary beauty and^ perhaps^ 
unrivalled elegance of design : it had been stolen^ and used as a step- 
ping-stone in a neighbouring brook^ but was reclaimed by the present 
Rector, and placed in the position it now occupies. A small brass of 
the date of 1610 is nailed up against one of the walls. 

The Church will accommodate about 290 worshippers. 



PRINCIPAL DIMENSIONS. 

Length of Chancel .... 

Width of Chancel 
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Width of Nave .... 
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This is a very beautiful yet simple specimen of a small Early 
English Church. It consists of Chancel^ with a nave and aisles under 
the same roof, a south porch, north doorway and western bell gable, 
and presents a remarkable similarity in its plan and general design to 
the well-known and exquisite little Chapel at Skelton ; * in the latter 
however the bell gable is between the Chancel and nave. 

The Chancel, with the exception of a huge modem fire place (which 
greatly disfigures it both within and without), remains very nearly in 
its original condition : a beautiful triplet adorns the east end, and to 
the present day coloured rays of light find their way through the 
ancient glass that remains in some of the narrow side lancets. There 
is a large and interesting double piscina with intersecting arches in its 
usual position, and an aumbrie on the north side. Three stone 
brackets remain over the Altar, the central one being the largest. A 
plain string runs round the Chancel internally, under the windows 
and over the Friest^s door. The old roof of trussed rafters has been 



* See Ewan Ghriatian'B excellent work on Skelton Ghnrch, Yorkshire. — G. 
Bell, Fleet Street. 
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underdrawn and lime whited. A wooden siU is all that remains of 
the rood screen. 

The aisles retain but one of the original lancets^ the other windows 
are mostly Decorated : the two easternmost are of three lights^ and 
apparently have contained good tracery; the upper parts however 
have been cut oflF, and are now level with the eaves of the roof; it is 
not improbable that formerly the roof over these windows was gabled 
transept-wise^ and thus allowed room for the heads of the windows ; 
it would be difficult otherwise to account for their present mutilated 
condition. There are no responds against the eastern wall of the 
nave and the arches are carried on well-designed brackets. Both 
the north and south doorways are good plain Early EngUsh^ with 
jamb shafts. The original roof "^ covering both nave and aisles still 
remains, though treated in a similar manner to that of the Chancel. 

The present seats in the Church are mere deal boxes^ which 
completely hide the proportions of the piers. 

This Church affords accommodation for about 200 w(»Bhipper8. 



PRINCIPAL DIMENSIONS. 

Length of Chancel .... 

Width of Chancel 

Length of Nave .... 

Width of Nave .... 

Width of North Aisle 

Width of South Aisle . 

• Delineated in the " Open Timber Eoofs of the Middle Ages.*'— G. Bell, 
Fleet Street. 
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A SPACIOUS and magnificent Church of rather late Decorated. It 
is impossible to comprise within the limits of such a brief account a 
description of the many and varied beauties of this Edifice.* 

The tower forms a conspicuous object from all points^ and although 
partaking of the usual characteristicks of the towers in these parts^ 
is of superior beauty in its proportions and ornamental accessories. 
The base mouldings are unusually fine^ and are worked in stone and 
flint. The arrangement of the western doorway^ surmoimted by a 
four-light window of very good tracery, is somewhat Perpendicular. 
The ball flower occurs in the casement of the belfry windows ; the 
pinnacles are modem. 

Similar mouldings to those in the tower, enriched with quatrefoils, 
run all round the Church. The south porch is groined, with a par- 
vise above, and forms an important feature in the south elevation. 
The vestry occupies the same position with regard to the north 
Chapel, as in North Mims Church, Hertfordshire : it has a room over 
it lighted by windows of two lights ; the vestry, probably for security, 
is lighted by narrow lancets. 

The interior of this noble structure is most complete, and frdly 
realizes the highly favourable impression which the contemplation of 

* For rariouB parts of this Church see " Brandon's Analysis of Gk>thick Archi- 
tecture." 
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the exterior cannot fail to produce. The beautiful roof and clear-story 
to the nave were added during the Perpendicular period, when it was 
found necessary to strengthen the piers, which had been thrust out a 
little, by the addition on either side of two strong flying buttresses.* 
The roof is of the ordinary hammer-beam kind, with however con- 
siderable elegance of outline and very rich tracery in the spandrels. 
There is a good Perpendicular font and cover. 

The Chancel screen is not unlike the screen in Trunch Church, and 
retains much of its original colouring. At the foot of it is a small 
brass, bearing the name of John Alblastyr, who is said to have been 
the donor of this screen : he deceased in 1520, leaving to his wife the 
finishing of the work, an inscription to whose memory, of the date of 
1524, is placed by the side of his. This Church was formerly very 
rich in brasses, but owing to gross carelessness and ignorance on the 
one part, and sacrilegious cupidity on the other, almost the whole 
have been stolen at different times. 

The south-east window of the Chancel is lowered to form the 
sedilia. 

This Church will afford accommodation for about 700 worshippers. 



PEINCIPAL DIMENSIONS. 
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Width of Chancel 
Length of Nare 
Width of Nave . 
Width of North Aisle 
Width of South Aisle 



* Blomefield, in his History of Norfolk, mentions that "John de Kynnehorle, 
being vicar in the 2nd year of Bichard 11., the chancel of this Church was new 
built ; the prior of the convent of Norwich granted fifteen oaks out of Flumstead 
Wood, and timber also out of St. Leonard's Wood, and the expenses in money 
were £24 4a. 4dr 

It is rery probable that the nave roof and dear-story, together with some 
windows of Perpendicular traceiy, were added at the same time. 
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This little Church is beautifully situated in a magnificent grove 
of trees, and its elegant Perpendicular tower rises nobly fix)m the 
thick foliage which surrounds it. On a near inspection of the 
Building we find that here, as in so many other places, time 
and neglect have done their work; the Chancel roof is lowered, 
the south porch suffered to fall into ruins, the upper part of the 
finely painted rood-screen demolished, and the well carved and 
solid seats of former days concealed by high deal pews. 

Still the interior has not suffered nearly so much as the exterior ; 
its proportions are excellent, and the clear-story of small quatrefoils* 
contributes considerably to the general good effect. The removal 
of the lath and plaster with which the roof is underdrawn, would 
be an immense gain to the beauty of the interior. The roof is 
composed of trussed rafters: this construction was deservedly very 
general during the Early English and Decorated periods, combining 
a simple appearance with great security, durability, and economy 
of material. The belfiry arch is Perpendicular as well as the rest 

• The diameter of the window externally, from outside to outeide, is 1 ft. 6 in. 
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of the tower; the latter is a fine structure with angle buttresses 
terminating in small octagonal turrets^ each supporting a figure; 
the parapet is enriched with flint panels and stepped after a 
fiEkshion very prevalent in this county. 

The west door has been riehly caned, and the remains of a 
good closing ring may be seen on the north door. The door to 
the turret staircase is crossed and re-crossed with bands of iron 
closely set together^ and is fiwtened by seven locks curiously 
wrought. This excess of precaution seems to have been taken 
with a view of convertings on an emergency, the tower into a 
stronghold: the turret door o( Hingham Church is similarly 
protected. 

This Church affords accommodation for about 380 worshippers. 



PRINCIPAL DIMENSIONS. 
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This fine Cliurcli is a pure Perpendicular Structure^ of great 
magnificence^ but now mucli neglected. The tower is of noble 
proportions^ with a rich embattled parapet and excellent base 
mouldings worked in flint and stone which continue round the 
body of the Churchy the Chancel being left singularly plain. The 
absence of parapets is a peculiar feature in the Norfolk Churches 
and stamps them^ as in this case^ with a remarkable character^ 
the thin line of overlapping lead sharply defining the junction of 
the roof with the walls. The south door has been a beautiful 
piece of wood-work exquisitely carved^ with a very good closing 
ring and key plate; it is now sadly mutilated; most of the old 
benches remain^ without backs and with very well executed finials. 
The ascent to the rood loft is on the north side^ and a post- 
Reformation roodscreen with doors^ locks^ &c.^ complete^ separates 
the Chancel firom the nave. Considerable portions of the old 
stained glass are scattered throughout the difiTerent windows of the 
Church. 

There is a fine hammer-beam roof over the nave^ of the same 
date as the rest of the Church; it is in a very dangerous state^ 
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and unless immediately attended to must shortly fall. It is 
lamentable to think how many of these noble roofs^ which with 
common attention would yet last many centuries, are being lost 
by the neglect of those whose duty it is to repair and hand down 
to posterity the Churches which their more pious ancestors so 
liberally bequeathed to them. 

There is one brass in the Churchy a heart with three legends 
issuing {torn it. 

The Font is octagonal. Perpendicular, and carved on its different 
faces. 

The Church affords accommodation for about 470 worshippers. 



PEINCIPAL DIMENSIONS. 



Length of Chancel . 
Width of Nave . 
Width of Chancel . 
Length of Nave . 
Width of North Aisle 
Width of South Aisle 
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This Church was entirely rebuilt by Remegiu8 de Hethersete, 
Rector, with the assistance of John le Marshall, his patron, who 
contributed largely to the perfection of the work. Bemegius became 
Rector in 1319, and was succeeded in 1359 by John de Ulford. 
The Building therefore was probably began in the early part of the 
reign of Edward III. and completed towards the middle of it. It 
is a perfect and beautiful specimen of a Church of this period, and 
a comparison of it, both in plan and elevation, with St. Mary^s 
at Martham, a valuable example of a fine Perpendicular structure, 
will be of infinite use in enabling us to detect the peculiarities 
of each style. Both are magnificent Buildings, yet the grand 
appearance of Hingham must be attributed to the massiveness 
of its different parts, and the steepness of its roofs, rather than to 
its ornamental accessories; and of Martham, on the contrary, to 
its great height combined with considerable %htness, and richness 
in details and tracery. The difference in the two embattled parapets 
is worthy of remark, also the relative proportions of the Chancel 
and nave in each Church. 

There is great irregularity in the arrangement of the plan, the 
windows on either side being made to correspond even to the 
numbers of their lights. It is also to be noticed that all the 
buttresses, with the exception of those of the porch, are placed at 
right angles to the walls; this is a feature more universal in 
Decorated work than is generally admitted. Blomfield mentions 
that "there were several Chapels of which the most remarkable 
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were at the end of each aisle, that on the north being dedicated 
to the Holy Trinity, that on the south to the Holy Vii^n/' this 
explains a peculiarity, otherwise not accounted for, in the arrangement 
of the easternmost windows of the aisles, which are of three lights, 
all the others in the body of the Church being only of two. That 
at the east of the south aisle is of great beauty and presents a 
curious mixture of geometrical and flowing tracery : the other three- 
light windows were probably similar, but have all been replaced 
by Perpendicular insertions; in one case on the north side the 
Decorated muUions remain with Perpendicular tracery. The string- 
course under the windows is effectively managed and is continued 
all round the Church. 

The west doorway, with three rows of shafts, well-sunk mouldings 
and crocketed dripstone, and the beautiM base mouldings of the 
tower, are especially deserving of attention. 

In the Chancel is a stately monument to the memory of Thomas, 
Lord Morley, who died about 1435. 

The vestry, now partly in ruins, is a Perpendicular addition, and 
blocks up one of the fine Decorated windows. It had formerly a 
room over it. 

The masonry of the Church is of rough flints with stone dressings. 

The roofe over the nave and Chancel have been considerably 
lowered; they are restored in the exterior sketch by following 
the weather moulds which still remain against the tower and east 
wall of the nave, in order to obtain the full effect of the Building in 
its perfect state. The aisle roofs retain the original pitch. The 
probable age of the present roof over the nave is indicated by one 
of the shields under the hammer-beams : it bears the date of 1664, 
and on the corresponding shield are the initials C. W.II.D.A.R. 

The Church affords accommodation for about 830 worshippers. 



PRINCIPAL DIMENSIONS. 

Length of Chaucel .... 
Length of Nave . • . . 

Width of Chancel . . . . 

Width of Nave .... 
Width of North Aiflle 
Width of South Aisle . 
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The noble tower of this Church is perhaps not excelled by 
any in Norfolk. It is of pure Perpendicular, with good base 
mouldings,* well graduated buttresses, and excellent window tracery. 
The turrets which terminate the buttresses are hexagonal, and 
with the crocketed gables surmounted by crosses that rise out of 
the parapet, form a rather unusual and very beautiful arrangement. 

The west and soMh doorways are richly carved; the latter 
has an embattled label over the doorway, with spandrels filled with 
tracery. 

Both within and without, this Church is in a sad state of decay : 
most of the windows of the tower are blocked up, also those in 
the porch, and the east window of the Chancel, a fine piece of 
Perpendicular tracery. 

There were formerly Chapels at the east end of the aisles; 
parts of the screens remain, retaining some of their ancient 
colouring. The Chapel in the south aisle was that of the 



* Pablished in the " Analysis of Grothick Architeotore/* Section I., Perpendi- 
cular, Plate XXV. 
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Assumption^ aad in the north that of St. John the Baptist. There 
is a piscina in each. 

There is a good plain roof over the nave, and many of the old 
benches (for they have no backs) still remain. A very remarkable 
monument occurs in the north aisle ; the foot of it is partly buried 
in the east wall. It is of Furbeck marble, and the upper part, 
instead of being coped, is raised in gradations, probably with 
a view to gain more room for an inscription which covers the 
whole surface. 

The Church affords accommodation for about 430 worshippers. 



PBINCIPAL DIMENSIONS. 

Ft. In. 



Length of Chancel . 
Length of Nave . 
Width of Chancel . 
Width of Nave . 
Width of South Aisle 
Width of North Aiale 
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A VERY early Decorated Buildings highly interesting^ with a 
south aisle of great magnificence. The tower^ which is Normoa^ 
is the only part that has been preserved of the old Church ; it is 
circular on plan^ with the upper stage Perpendicular and octagonal^ 
and terminating in a richly embattled parapet with pinnacles at 
the angles. A great proportion of the round towers both in this 
county and in Norfolk have been similarly treated. 

The parvise over the porch^ the Priests* doorway, and three 
windows on the north side of rather poor tracery, seem to have 
been added at the same time as the upper stage of the tower. 
All the rest of the Church is of one date and very beautiful; 
considerable care has been bestowed on the south aisle, the 
windows in which are beautifully moulded with excellent tracery. 
The most interesting feature, however, is the east window of the 
south aisle. It possesses every characteristick of a late Perpen- 
dicular design, and a casual observer would most probably assign 
it to that period ; it is only by attentive examination aud comparison 
of it with the other windows that convincing proofs are afforded 
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that they are identical in date and workmanship.'^ The mouldings 
are precisely similar in all of them. 

The roof is of trussed rafters of seven cants ; it is unfortunately 
underdrawn; that over the Chancel, which appears to have rafters 
with circular ribs^ is in the same condition. The nave roof is of 
very poor constructioii and late. 

The piers are simply but effectively moulded^ and are of pleasing 
proportions. 

The Font is Early Decorated with characteristick panels. 

The tower communicates with the nave through a low Norman 
archway. 

The Church affords accommodation for about 190 worshippers. 



PEINCIPAL DIMENSIONS. 



Length of Chancel 
Width of Nave 
Width of Chancel 
Length of Nave 
Width of South Aisle 
Length of South Aisle 



* A window of the Early Decorated period occurs in Evington Church, Leices- 
tershire, with most of the peculiarities of Perpendicular traoeiy, such as tran- 
soms, Buper-mullions, &c. 
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This Church illustrates a class of plans of peculiar proportion 
and well worthy of notice. Where they occur the Churches are 
generally of early date^ in most cases Norman^ as at Kisly Churchy 
Suffolk^ which has a round tower at the west. The earUest parts 
of Morley Church may be assigned to the end of the thirteenth 
centtuy. St. James's^ Cowley, Oxford, is of this period, and with 
a similar plan ; Flempton Church, Suffolk, is another example ; its 
Chancel waa rebuilt about the middle of the fourteenth century. In 
all these instances the proportions are precisely similar, the Chancel 
and nave forming four squares. 

Sir Thomas Warde, who was instituted Rector of St. Botolph's 
Morley in 1480, fitted up and adorned the Chancel ; the two square- 
headed windows on the south side, of very questionable elegance, 
are probably part of his work. The tower and other portions 
of the Church are also Perpendicular, but appear to be very much 
anterior to 1480. 



Digitized by 



Google 



56 



MOELEY ST. BOTOLPH CHIJECH, NOEFOLK. 



Two flat coflSn-shaped stones^ probably those of the founders, 
form the sill to the south doorway.* 
The crosses over the gables are modem. 
The Church affords accommodation for about 140 worshippers. 



PEINCIPAL DIMENSIONS. 
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3 



Lenf^ of Chancel 
Width of Chancel 
Length of Nave 
Width of Nave . 



* It was a usual practice in the early days of Church Architecture for the 
founders or benefactors to be buried at the sill of the doorways, as at Deopham 
Church, Norfolk ; or under the walls of the Church, as at Bottisham, Cam- 
bridgeshire, where the whole of the south aisle is arcaded both within and 
without, with low arches, under each of which rests a stone coffin. Afterwards 
the founder's tomh was frequently placed on the north side of the Chancel, as at 
Heme Church, Kent. 
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This Church is a Decorated structure with numerous Perpen- 
dicular additions ; of these the south porch is the most important ; 
it is a beautiful and elaborate design, richly groined, with a parvise 
over it and fine open parapet. 

The angle buttresses to the Chancel are Decorated, worked in 
two stages with niches, dnquefoiled and ogeed. The vestry is 
modem, but built on the old site ; the door into it from the Chancel 
is original. 

The interior however is deserving of the most attention; a lofty 
clear-story added during the Perpendicular period is spanned by a 
splendid double hammer-beam roof of the most costly description. 
The wall pieces are wrought into niches filled with figures of 
Saints supported by Angels with expanded wings. A similar roof 
with the timbers finely moulded and coloured remains over the nave 
of Knapton Church, Norfolk.* 

The aisle roofs are of the same date as those over the nave, 
and equally rich in detail. Happily in this instance they have all 
been well restored, and appear now in good preservation. 

• See the " Open Timber Boofs of the Middle Ages."— G. BeU, Fleet Street. 
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The seats are yery perfect and beautiAil^ the roodscreen also is 
a fine specimen of the carver's art, though much mutilated. 

The easternmost window in the south aisle is lowered to form 
the sedilia, and an elegant piscina is cut out of the angles of the 
jamb, which is supported by a small shaft. 

In the Chancel is a double piscina with trefoiled heads, a stone 
shelf and quatrefoil orifices. 

The masonry of the Church is composed of stone dressings with 
flints laid in random courses. 

The Church affords accommodation for 360 worshippers. 



PRINCIPAL DIMENSIONS. 



Width of Chaneel . 
Width of Nave . 
Length of Chancel . 
Length of Nave . 
Width of South Aifile 
Width of North Aisle 
Length of Aisle 
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In the midst of a district famed for the magnificence of its 
ecclesiastical structures^ Fleet Church might formerly have vied 
with any in beauty and richness; its present neglected condition 
offers a miserable contrast to its former splendour. Most of 
the windows have lost their tracery^ and although the old arches 
remain^ circular-headed openings have been built up within them 
and filled with common square glazing ; the pitch of the roof has 
been lowered, (it is restored in ^the accompanying view,) and the 
Chancel aisles suffered to fall into ruins. It is only by examining 
closely the walls of the Chancel, in which the piers and arches 
yet remain, that their former existence can be ascertained, and their 
position determined. The south Priesf s doorway seems at present 
singularly placed in the east buttress of the south aisle ; this, how- 
ever, was continued on and formed the south wall of the Chapel. 

The buttresses on the north side are of great beauty, and are 
gabled; especially those to the Chancel, which clearly belonged 
formerly to the north Chapel, and on its destruction were built 
up in their present position. The east window is blocked up. 
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There are very good Decorated sedilia of three seats with orock- 
eted canopies^ and a piscina similarly enriched. 

The nave piers are circular^ they are of unusual height^ and 
particularly elegant proportions. The font is octagonal^ Perpen- 
dicular^ urith rather plain panelling. 

The detached position of the tower^ a very unusual arrange- 
ment, makes it a commanding feature in the design, and imparts 
considerable originality to the exterior of the Church, though 
inside, the absence of the belfry arch is much felt. It is of the 
same date as the Church (Early Decorated), and in every respect 
worthy of it. 

Outside, by the north doorway, is a slab with a beautifully 
incised cross fleurie; only part of the inscription remains: — 
PASEY : PUR : LES ALMES RICHARD : ATTEGREME : 
AGNEYS : SA : FEMME : PRIEZ : QUATRE : VINGS : 

lOUR : DE : PA On either side of the Chancel 

are two coffin stones, with very good raised crosses; they were 
formerly no doubt inclosed within the Chapels that have been 
destroyed. 

The Church affords accommodation for about 450 worshippers. 



PRINCIPAL DIMENSIONS. 



Len^ of Chancel . 
Width of Chancel 
Length of Nave 
Width of Nave . 
Width of North Aisle 
Width of South Aisle 
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The Priest's doorway^ and the steep pitch of a foniier roof still 
visible, indicate the prior existence of an Early English Church, 
which was probably ahnost entirely pulled down to make room for 
the present beautifiil structure.''^ 

From the general style of the work, it would appear extremely 
probable that this Church was rebuilt at the same time, perhaps 
even by the same hands that erected the glorious Churches of 
Heckington and Ewerby. 

The tower and spire are particularly good, and built of excellent 
masonry; the lower portion of the tower forms the porch, and 
is very richly groined: the entrance into the Church is through 
a beautifully moulded doorway having jamb shafts with good caps 
and bases. 

The nave piers are lofty and well proportioned, with crenellated 
caps of rather unusual character. 

* It is interesting to notice how very reluctant our foreikthers were to destroy 
all traces of their predecessors' pious munificence, though anxious themselves to 
rebuild the Church with additional splendour and with the increased skill they 
had at their command. How very frequentiy a Noiman doorway or font, care- 
fully preserved, alone remains to attest the piety of a past generation. 
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The windows in the south aisle are segmental-pointed, with good 
tracery^ jamb shafts, and excellent mouldings, of pure Decorated 
outline. The north windows, on the contrary, are quite different; 
they are acutely pointed, and their jambs consist of a plain broad 
chamfer, not unfrequently met with in these parts, the effect of 
which however is extremely poor. 

The buttresses to the Church are very good ; most of them are 
gabled, and in every instance are placed at right angles with the 
waU.* 

The Chancel is mostly Perpendicular, with a very fine east 
window of five lights; that at the west does not appear to be 
quite so late. 

The Font is octagonal. Decorated, with canopied panels. 

A gallery is built across the Chancel arch; and, as likely soon 
to be among the things that have been, the pews are worth 
mentioning firom their gigantic size; they are upwards of six feet 
in height. 

This Church affords accommodation for about 610 worshippers. 



PEINCIPAL DIMENSIONS. 

Ft. In. 

Length of Chancel . 42 

Width of Chancel . . 19 3 

Length of Nave 81 

Width of Nave . . 21 9 

Width of South Aisle . . . 16 

Width of North Aisle . 14 

* See remidk on angle buttresses at page 49. 
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An Early English Cliurcli, craciform on plan, with a west tower 
surmounted by a beautifully proportioned spire. The staircase 
turret at the north-west angle is singularly well managed, and 
is lighted by small trefoiled lancets with projecting canopies 
instead of dripstones. The buttresses round the Church are all 
very excellent Early English specimens ; those to the Chancel 
are gabled, with the heads filled with very early tracery.* The 
windows also are valuable as showing the gradual development of 
tracery which began to manifest itself towards the close of the 
Early English period of mediffii^al Architecture. The body of the 
Church has lost much of its original character, the roofs are lowered 
and the windows and doorways in a great measure blocked up. 
The Chancel and transept arches are carried on corbels well 
moulded and carved with good Early English foliage. The space 
occupied by the intersection of the cross is in this instance given 
to the nave, the roof of which is continued eastward to the Chancel 

* Ulnstrated in "Brandon's Analysis of Gothick Architecture," (Section I. 
Early English, Plate XXII.) 
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wall. The roofs to the transepts are quite distinct from^ and abut 
against^ the north and south walls of the nave. That over the 
Chancel is coved; they are unfortunately all underdrawn, but pro- 
bably consist of trussed rafters. I 

The Font is octagonal, quite plain, and of the same age as the 
Church. 

The Church affords accommodation for about 210 worshippers. 
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Length of Chaucel 
Width of Chancel . 
Width of CroBs Transepts 
Length of Nave 
Width of Nave . 
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A SMALL Early English Church deserving of notice from its 
peculiarly beautiful and perhaps unique tower and spire. Although 
all the rest of the Building is more or less mutilated and disfigured^ 
the steeple luckily remains in its original condition. 

When such perfect examples as the present are met with^ an 
exact record of their date is most desirable^ but in this case we 
have unfortunately nothing to guide us but the peculiarities of 
style^ which would induce us to assign its erection to the early 
part of the reign of Henry III. An elegant little doorway that 
opens from the turret staircase into the belfry^ and the simple 
and rather early arrangement of the windows^ show that up to 
this point the works were carried on without interruption or 
transition of style; the spire^ however^ is certainly of later date^ 
and although a very similar one was undoubtedly intended^ yet 
we must presume that a suspension of the works (after bringing 
the tower up to the underside of the corbel table) caused its details 
to be somewhat influenced by the gradual change which at the 
time was taking place. 

The lancet in the west front of the tower is enriched internally 
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by two rows of jfimb shafts^ the caps on the north side only 
being foliated. The tower was formerly groined. 

The turret staircase on the south does not go higher than the 
roof over the south aisle to which it gives access : from this level 
a passage through the thickness of the wall leads to another stair- 
case which continues up to the belfry floor. 

So little of the body of the Church remuns in its original con- 
dition that but a very brief notice of it is needed. The Chancel 
has been rebuilt and curtailed of its proper proportions^ and is now 
two or three feet narrower than was at first intended^ as will be 
seen on referring to the plan. 

From the remains of a dripstone in the west wall of the aisle, 
we may infer that the roof at one time was gabled and has since 
been converted into a "lean-to.** 

The little that remains of the Font (part of the bowl and the 
foot) shows it to have been a beautiful Decorated design; it is 



octagonal, with crocketed canopies and 


pinnacles^ 


with 


double 


cusped tracery. 








The Church contains accommodation for about 810 worshippers. 
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A SMALL E«rly Englisli Church of considerable interest and 
beauty. The elegant spire forms in this instance^ as in almost 
all the Churches of Northamptonshire^ the distinguishing feature. 
It is of later date than the body of the Churchy and was probably 
added with the porch when the Chancel and yestry were rebuilt.*^ 

The Priest^s doorway is a little westward of the vestry and is 
illustratiye of the constant practice of the period to avoid external 
doorways in the sacristies. There is a stone seat on either side 
of the Chancel in lieu of stalls. The Chancel arch is carried 
on corbels ; the easternmost arches of the nave are similarly 
managed. 

* In Bridge's History of Noriihamptonshire it is mentioned that, " in the east 
window of the Chancel are the* portraits of a king crowned and of a person 
praying ; and roond him, within a label in Saxon characters, ' Orate pro anima 

Wil wyk Eectoris istins Ecdesise.' In the southern panel of the same 

window is a like portrait, and in a label this inscription : ' Orate pro ata Bogeri 
Travers condam Eectoris istins Ecclesis :' " a considerable portion of this glass 
yet remains. Beferring to the list of Bectors, we find that in 1308 Boger 
Travers was rector, and was succeeded in 1335 by William de Lnswick, the 
party who appears to be commemorated in the stained glass. We may there- 
fore fairly presume that these were the parties who rebuilt the Chancel and 
added the steeple and south porch. 
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There have been Chapels at the east end of both aisles; the 
piscina and step round the Altar remain in both cases. 

The west window in the south aisle is very remarkable^ from 
the circumstance of being transomed^ and presenting every indica- 
tion that the lower part below the transom^ though now glazed^ 
was formerly secured by a wooden shutter. The hooks for the 
hinges and the bolt holes give sufficient evidence of the bet. 
Had this window occurred on either side of the Chancel^ we 
should have considered it as an ordinary instance of a lychnosoqpe ; 
does it not therefore materially support the opinion of those who 
consider that these singular openings were for the purpose either 
of distributing alms^ or for receiving tithes^ &;c.^ the more espe- 
cially as in this instance the Chancel is without a lychnoscope? 
A window of this date with a transom^ and the lower part 
secured by a wooden shutter^ remains quite perfect in the south 
side of the Chancel of Hartley Churchy Kent* 

The font is Early English, octagonal, and though plain is of 
good character. 

This Church affords accommodation for about 200 worshippers. 



PEmCIPAL DIMENSIONS. 
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The noble tower of this Church is an excellent specimen of a 
style peculiar to this county : erected towards the close of the 
Perpendicular era^ and with many symptoms of a declining art^ 
in all of them we find nevertheless such admirable and dignified 
proportions as almost to compensate for the loss of that purity of 
detail so conspicuous in the works of the previous century. 

In the example before us^ the tower is of four stages and dimi- 
nishes gradually as it rises^ and such is the consummate skill 
displayed in the arrangement of the buttresses that the eye is 
completely satisfied^ no awkward break occurring to disturb the 
beautiful tapering outline. The upper windows of the tower are 
filled with pierced stone panels^ an excellent substitute for louvre 
boards^ and contributing considerably to the richness of the 
structure. 

The body of the Church appears in every respect cotemporary 
with the tower. On referring to the plan^ we shall perceive that 
the south aisle is considerably wider than that on the north side^ 
its arches are loftier, and it is roofed with a distinct gable, while 
the north aisle is under a lean-to continuing firom the nave-roof. 
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In numeroiu instances we may remark the superior importance 
given to the south aisle, more especially in its having a gabled 
roof. 

The Chantry Chapel appears an after addition, as in con- 
structing it the east wall has been sphiyed, to allow access to 
the lychnoscope in the south wall of the Chancel^ which would 
probably have been brought a little more eastward had the Chapel 
formed part of the original design. 

The Church retains all its old seats and a beautiful and richly 
carved screen extending across the Chancel and Chapel. It par- 
takes of the usual elaborate character of the screens of this 
county^ and has the whole of the Creed in raised letters in a 
casement at the top. 

In a Church of this date the absence of a clear-story is very 
remarkable. 

An elaborate Ionic Altar-piece in stucco blocks up the east 
window. The Priests door is on the north side. 

The font is octagonal, poorly panelled, and of the same date 
as the Church. 

The Church affords accommodation (exclusive of the Chapel) for 
about 280 worshippers. 



PEINCIPAL DIMENSIONS. 



Length of Chancel 
Width of Chancel . 
Length of Nave 
Width of Nave 
Width of South Aisle 
Width of North Aisle 
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The peculiarity of this Church consists in its decidedly Norman 
arrangement of plan, whilst in all other respects it is a Decorated 
Building. This we perceive more especially in the situation of the 
tower over the western extremity of the Chancel, which at once 
suggests the idea of a Norman Church, an idea still further 
strengthened on entering the Church, by the appearance of the 
old Font, a circular bowl, in good preservation, with the cable 
ornament twisted round it. A respond against the east wall of 
the nave separating it firom the north aisle, confirms the belief 
that an earlier Building existed, and at the same time shows that 
the present aisle as well as the rest of the Church, was rebuilt 
on the site of its predecessor. 

The body of the Church, internally, is quite devoid of interest; 
the nave piers and arches were swept away about ten years back 
for the greater convenience of the occupiers of the gallery, which 
extends the length of the south aisle. Under what would be the 
easternmost arch of the nave, is a panelled Altar-tomb with the 
effigies of a knight and his lady : the figure of the knight is cross- 
legged, and is supposed to represent Sir John Giffard, who died in 
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the third of Edward III. There is little doubt that through his 
pious munificence the present Church was built. The tomb of this 
once honoured benefactor is now sadly disfigured and mutilated. 

The Chancel^ the most perfect and interestmg part of the Church, 
is divided into two distinct parts (another characteristic feature in 
Norman Churches), and is groined with two bays of simple quadri- 
partite groining, with well carved heads and bosses ^ in the first 
compartment a space is left for lowering the bells. The tower is 
remarkably small, and to save room inside, the north and south 
walls are very much reduced in thickness below, and carried above 
on corbelled arches. The old roof of trussed rafters with an 
occasional tie-beam remains over the Chancel. 

The unusual lowness of the buttresses all round the Church is 
deserving of notice; possibly the builders were influenced by the 
unimportance of the buttresses in the former structure. 

In the Church-yard are several effigies, probably removed fix>m 
the Church, and also many coped coffin stones. 

The Church affords accommodation for about 220 worshippers. 
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A Church of a pure Perpendicular style, apparently rebuilt on 
the site of an Early English structure. As in Donington Church, 
some slight portions of the old work have purposely been left as 
evidences of the fact. They consist in this instance of the weather 
mould against the east gable of the nave, the piscina in the Chancel, 
and perhaps the font ; the latter is quite plain, octagonal, the bowl 
being carried on eight small shafts not detached, but clustered 
round a central stem. 

The present Church is a valuable example of a Building of this 
period, as it appears to be quite as at first designed, without 
having suffered, as in many cases, either by the subtraction of any 
of its original parts, or by injudicious additions. The proportions 
and grouping are pleasing and well managed, and the details, although 
not partaking of that profuseness of decoration which prevailed 
at this period, are nevertheless correct and well executed. The 
west doorway and window in the tower are very good ; the former 
is ogeed with a square-headed dripstone, and has quatrefoiled circles 
in the spandrels. The roof over the Chancel is of a heavy and 
inelegant construction, although richly carved. 
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There are a few specimens of excelleut quarries in the windows, 
and some small remains of stained glass. 

The Church affords accommodation for about 210 worshippers. 



. PKLNCIPAL DIMENSIONS. 

Length of Chuncel 

Width of Chancel .... 

Length of Nave 

Width of Nave .... 

Width of South Aisle . 

Width of North Aiale .90 
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